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JANUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER

2026 Student Scholarship

Important dates: The Fayette County Conservation District is offering four
$1,500 scholarships to students from Fayette County for
Tree Sale Order Form & Payment  the 2026-2027 academic year. Two will be awarded to
due: March 9 . students enrolled in an agriculture-related major or
_ program, and two will be awarded to students enrolled in an
Tree Sale Pickup: March 27 and 28, environmental science-related major or program.
9:00AM-1:00PM

For more information or to receive an application, contact
Wild About Nature: June 13 Terri Springer at the Conservation District Office at 724-
438-4497 or by email at terrispringer.A3@gmail.com

2026 Wild About Nature

Join us at the Féyette County Fairgrounds on June 13 to
learn more about the wild world around usg! This event will
feature live animals, demonstrations, and lots of interactive
educational experiences. More info to come--follow our
Facebook page!

Native Plant Sale: May 9, 9:00AM-
12:00PM

Southern Laurel Highlands Plant dand Pest Management Partnership Annual Constance
Ranson Plant Sale!

SLHPPMP is a cooperative weed and pest management area that includes eight member organizations and
covers more than 120,000 acres primarily in Fayette County. Members grow native perennials, shrubs,
and trees to be sold to the cormmunity and to be used for restoration plantings on member properties.

This is a great opportunity to add beautiful native plant species to your landscaping!

This year, the sale will take place on May 9, 2026 from 9:00AM~-12:00PM at Ohiopyle State Park in the
Sugarloaf Pavilion.

950 Sugarloaf Road
OChiopyle, PA 15470

Proceeds from the native plant sale will support SLHPPMP's invasive species control efforts.



2025 Highlight: Grazing Conference

In October, Southwest Project Grass and the Fayette County Conservation District hosted their 45th
anniversary grazing conference. The 2 day event was held at the Fayette County Fairgrounds and
consisted of breakout sessions, keynote speakers, live demonstrations and a local farm tour, In
conjunction with SWPG and the FCCD, the National Red Devon Association held their annual meeting and
livestock show during the event. Attendance was widespread--we hosted participants from Montana,
North Dakota, Texas, Wisconsin, and other states. It was a showcase of the years of dedication that SWPG
has been involved in promoting sensible & profitable grazing on lands here in Southwestern
Pennsylvania.

Many thanks to everyone who made it a successful event!

Riparian Buffers

Do you have a stream on your property? If so, you've probably noticed some changes to the streambanks
over time. It's normal for streams to move around! However, certain human activities (such as increased
impervious surfaces associated with new buildings and driveways) can make streams more likely to flood,
causing faster-moving waters and increased rates of erosion. You can't control what's happening

upstream of your property, but there’s one great way to protect your property from erosion: a riparian
buffer.

Riparian buffers are strips of trees, grasses, and shrubs along a water body that serve several important
purposes: the roots of plants within the buffer hold sail in place uphill of the stream, stabilizing the
stream bank and making it more resistant to erosion. This helps reduce negative impacts of flooding and
can slow the effects of fast-moving water through your property over time. There are a lot of ecological
benefits too—riparian buffers filter pollutants and sediment out of stormwater, and can even cool water
before it enters the stream. Trees and shrubs create shade over the stream itself, making it a better
habitat for native fish. The shrubs and tall grasses along the stream on your property may create a

pathway for diverse wildlife, and the plants themselves are a great habitat for all kinds of creatures,
including pollinators. '

To create a riparian buffer, choose and install the vegetation that will best serve your purposes: for
example, trees and shrubs do the best job of stabilizing stream banks, mitigating flooding issues, and
improving aquatic habitats. Grasses filter sediment, nutrients, pesticides, and microbes before they reach
the stream. A mixture of plants will create the best buffer, and native plants are always recommended—
they're an important part of Fayette County’s healthy ecosystem! FCCD’s tree sale (see enclosed order
form) is a great place to source native trees, and the Constance Ranson Native Plant Sale is the perfect
gource for trees, shrubs, and smaller plants. Other tips: you may need to control invasives while shrubs
and bushes are establishing. Avoid tilling near streambanks, If you intend to use herbicides to manage

your buffer, make sure you are using products that are safe for use near waterways. Always follow label
directions!

The size of your buffer depends on how much space you want to dedicate to it. On larger properties, you
could designate as much as 50 feet on each side of the stream as a riparian buffer. If you have a stream
running through your small backyard, your buffer may be as small and simple as choosing not to mow all
the way up to the edge of the stream bank and letting grass in those areas grow taller. The bigger the
buffer, the greater the positive impact.

Please be aware that altering the course of a stream, including “restoring” it to how it originally looked,
replacing culverts, or even putting rock along streambanks to stabilize them, are activities requiring
permits in Pennsylvania.



**SEEDLINGS AVAILABLE THIS YEAR***
All are native to Pennsylvania

WHITE OAK Native tree that grows well in deep loamy well drained soil. Growing 60 to 80
feet. Leaves hang on long into fall and early winter. Most prolific lumber tree in
North America. All wildlife relishes it acorns. 2Yr. Seedlings 10-20 inches.
6 per package, $9.00 per package.

SUGAR MAPLE Also called "Rock Maple or Hard Maple." A handsome shade tree with large
round head and dark green foliage, growing to 75 feet. Brilliant yellow to burnt
orange in autumn. Excellent sugar product and lumber tree. 2Yr. Seedlings 4 to
8 inches. 6 per package, $9.00 per package.

WINTERBERRY HOLLY Height and spread 6 to 12 feet. One of the best deciduous plants for fall and
winter color. Native to northeastern U.S. Female plants produce bright red
berries in early fall while leaves are still green and remain until mid winter after
leaves drop. All 6 should be planted in same area to ensure pollination and
berries. 2-Yr. Seedlings 3-8 inches. 6 per package, $9.00 per package (This is
not the evergreen variety)

PERSIMNMON A native tree 25 to 40 foot tall, 20 to 35 foot width at maturity. Slender with an
oval crown, often very symmetrical. Fragrant white flowers with an orange edible
fruit after a hard frost. Need several trees to pollinate so plant all in the same
area. 1-Yr. Seedlings 6-12 inches. 6 per package, $9.00 per package

BLACK CHOKEBERRY Fast Growing to a height 3 to 5 feet. Spread 10 feet. Native to eastern United
States. Single white flowers in late May. Purplish-black berries in fall. Fall color
wine red. Good for naturalizing, a fast screen, food for wildlife. Very adaptable
species will grow on dry sandy hillsides. Good wetland plant. 1-YT. Seedlings 6-
12 inches. 6 per package, $9.00 per package

WHITE FLOWERING BOGWOOD Native to northeastern U.S. Grows to 40 feet. Dense foliage turns scarlat in fall
with dense red berry clusters. Cluster of white flowers bloom in late May.
Should be planted in well-drained soil. 2-Yr. Seedlings 6-12 inches. 6 per
package, $9.00 per package.

‘ ANERICAN ELDERBERRY Large, spreading, multi-stemmed shrub with large, flat-topped white flowers in
June - July followed by purple-black berries. Can be used for jellies, pies and
wine. Excellent for attracting birds and will grow in wet areas. Grows in any type
of soil and is very hardy. 2-Yr, Seedlings 5-10 inches. 6 per package, $9.00
per package

EASTERN WHITE PINE Fast growing to 100 feet. A fine needled pine with soft light green/blue 4 inch
| needles. Grows in a wide range of conditions from dry and rocky to wet and
| swampy. Excellent ornamental and forms a dense screen. 1-Tr. Seedlings
| 2-4 inches. 8 seedling per package, $9.00 per package.




APPLE — ENTERPRISE

APPLE — HONEYCRISP

APPLE - FUJI

PEACH — BELLAIRE

PEAR — SHENANDOAH

PLUM — SHIRO

**FRUIT TREES***

Late season apple with a deep red color and remarkable keeping qualities. Very
disease resistant to fireblight and apple rust and moderately resistant to powdery
mildew. An excellent wildlife planting because it requires very little maintenance
and matures mid October. 5/8 inches in diameter on Bud 118 rootstock, 4-6 fest
tall.1/$15.00

Mid-season apple with a light orange/red color over yellow. Crisp juicy sweet
apple that stores well. Very winter hardy. Matures mid-September. 3/8 inches in
diameter on Bud 118 rootstock, 4-6 feet tall. 1/$15.00

The fruit is large with a pink-red blush over 80 percent of the fruit surface. The
finish of the fruit and productivity of the tree are exceptional. The tree is
precocious on any rootstock. On EMLA 7 rootstock. Matures late-Sept. 1/2 to 3/4
inches in diameter, 4-6 feet tall. 1/$15.00

A sport of Loring maturing two weeks earlier. Bellaire produces large fruit with
excellent color and firmness. Trees are vigorous and spreading with excellent
resistance to bacterial spot. % to 5/8 inches in diameter, 4-5 feet tall. . 1/$156.00

Fruit size is large with traditional sub-acid pear flavor. Blight resistance is good
and similar to that of Seckel. Shenandoah stores very well for up to five months
without breaking down. Ripens mid September. 1/2 to 5/8 inches in diameter, 4~
6 feettall. 1/$15.00

A sweet, juicy yellow plum. Fruitis round, clingstone and medium in size. The
trees are spreading and very productive. 1/2 to 5/8 inches in diameter, 4-5 feet
tall.  1/$17.00

ALL SALES ARE PRE-ORDER AND MUST BE PICKED EITHER FRIDAY MARCH 27" OR SATURDAY March 28",
\NO REFUNDS FOR ORDERS NOT PIGKED UP

EASTERN BLUEBIRD NESTING BOX

NO CHERRY TREES THIS YEAR

»+B| UEBIRD NESTING BOX***

Constructed from kiln dried inland red cedar. Features: 7/8 inch predator guard,
overhanging roof with ventilation, back cover to stop rain seepage, hottom slots
for drainage, easy open front for monitoring and cleaning, exit. Place in open
area with scattered trees. Size; 7.26" X 9.25" X 127 hole size; 1.5 inches.



FAYETTE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT

2026 - ANNUAL TREE SEEDLING SALE ORDER FORM

Name: Phone Numnber:
Address: City:
State ‘ Zip Code: E-Mail:
Variety Size # Per Package Price Per Package # of Packages Total Cost
White Oak 10" — 20" 6 59
Sugar Maple 4" -g" 6 %9
Winterberry Holly 3" -5" 6 59
Persimmon 6" —12" 6 $9
Black Chokeberry 6" — 12" 6 59
White Flowering Dogwood 6" —12" 6 59
American Elderberry 5 10" 6 59
Eastern White Pine 2" -5 8 59
Apple — Enterprise & —6 1 515
Apple — Honeycrisp 4 -6 1 315
Apple — Fuji 4 g 1 315
Peach - Bellaire 4 -5 1 515
Pear — Shenandoah 4 -6 1 s15
Plum —Shiro 4 -5 1 417
Eastern Blue Bird House 1 527
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Total Amount Enclosed $

All Seedlings Are Native to Pennsylvania —No cherry trees this year

Please Make Checks Payable to: FAYETTE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT - All Prices Include Tax

Mail Order Form to: Fayette County Conservation District
) 10 Nickman Plaza
Lemont Furnace, PA 15456

‘Order & Payments Must Be in by: March 9™, 2026

Pick-Up is Friday March 27*" from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. & Saturday March 28t from 9 a.m, to 1 p.m. at the Fayette Co, Fairgrounds

All sales will be pre-order ONLY. Quantities are limited so order early. Once an item s sold out, refunds will be Issued. Large
orders may be bundled in bulk.

Confirmation Slips Will Be Mailed Prior to Pick-Up
For Additional Information Please call the Fayette County Conservation District at: 724-438-4497

ALL Orders Must Be Pre-Paid & There Will Be No Refunds on ltems Not Picked-Up






